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	 I hope that through our 
communications leading up to 
today you have caught something 
of the bigger picture.  This day is 
not the goal of the Open to God 
Mission.  It is, as it says on the tin, 
a diocesan day out, a joyful glimpse 
of what is possible.  
	 It offers a chance to see 
and experience resources available 
to every church and every Local 
Ministry Area as we move forward 
together in mission: growing 
as disciples, and yes, growing 
numerically too.  Today is a catalyst, 
a spark to help us imagine what 
might be possible in our own 
contexts.   At its heart, being 
church is about making God’s 
love visible in a fractured world, 
received and shown through Jesus 
Christ and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.
	 As we look beyond today, 
begin small but think deeply.  
Plan local activities rooted in 
discipleship and fellowship.  Look 
again at your regular services and 
gatherings, and gently reimagine 
them as celebrations, spaces of 
thanksgiving, joy, and praise for all 
that God has already done in you, 
for you, and through you.
	 Look, too, at your own 
context, your village, town, or 
neighbourhood.  What are the 

needs around you?  Who are you 
called to serve?  Hold them in 
prayer, and ask God to guide and 
inspire you as you build genuine 
and lasting relationships with your 
community.
	 You are not alone.   Across 
the diocese, resources are 
available to support you: grants for 
mission initiatives, and members 
of the Diocesan Mission and 
Open to God teams who can 
walk alongside you in planning and 
action.
	 And we would love to hear 
from you, what you are dreaming, 
what you are planning, and, in time, 
what difference it has made.   We 
are here to Serve you, for any help 
or information please get in touch 
by writing to:

archdeacon.farah@cinw.org.uk 
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